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The Curling Chip 
    

   January 19, 2013 
Flickertail Woodcarving Club Monthly Meeting 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
10:00 am 
 
Troy Frieze led the club project for the morning. The 
project was a spiral bulb Christmas tree ornament. 
President Doug Emerson called the meeting to order at 
10:00 am. There were 12 members present with two 
visitors in attendance. 
Secretary Warren Schlecht read the minutes of the 
December, 2012, meeting. There were no corrections 
or additions to the minutes. The minutes were approved 

as read. 
Treasurer Ron Holtz reported a checkbook balance of $3,648 with all bills paid. 
Treasurer’s report was approved as reported. 
President Doug Emerson reported on several items concerning future classes and 
programs that are known at this time.  

1. The Totem pole class scheduled for April, 2013, still has some openings at this 
time. The cost per carver will be $75/person. Each carver is asked to bring wood 
stock of approximately 4”x4” x24”. The class will be taught by George Gulli. 
Contact Frank Koch or Doug Emerson for more information.  

2. The classes being taught by Ian Norbury at the next annual show in October are 
now full. Frank is taking names for anyone interested but will be put on a waiting 
list in the event of some drop-outs. The first class will be held on the Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday a.m. and Sunday a.m. prior to and during the annual show 
with the second class to be held on the following Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. More information will be sent out concerning supplies needed, etc.  
There are also plans for the club to be available to visit with the BSC students 
concerning the art of woodcarving during the BSC Art Classes.  

3. A weekend class is being discussed for the winter/spring of 2014. The project 
being discussed at this time is of a relief carving of an eagle and an American 
flag with a patriotic theme. A poll was taken to see what kind of interest there 
was and it looked like there was enough interest to continue with the planning of 
the project. It would be a weekend class taught by Frank Koch. Please let Frank 



 
 

 
This project is supported in part by a grant from the North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding 
from the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Also supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council and Montana Dakota Resources Group. 
 

or Doug know if you are interested in the class. More information will be 
available as more interest is indicated. 

Doug Emerson turned the floor over to Bob Pedigo who read the proposed changes 
being recommended to the club by-laws. The proposed changes have been read during 
the past club meetings as well as printed in the recent newsletters. After the proposed 
changes were read, a vote was taken to change the club by-laws. A unanimous vote was 
cast with all in favor of the changes to the by-laws.  
Doug also reminded the members that the annual election of officers will be held at the 
February meeting scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 16. Those up for election this year are as 
follows: 1.) Program Chairman: Frank Koch, 2.) Treasurer-Ron Holtz, and 3.) Physical 
Properties Chairperson-Troy Frieze. 
During the past several years, the club has been purchasing the Wildfowl Carving 
Magazine which showed the winners or champions at the various shows throughout the 
US. The cost of the magazine has come to $15-$25. There was a short discussion 
concerning the use or interest of continuing with the purchase of the magazine. There 
concensus of the group indicated there was not much interest. The purchase of the 
magazine will discontinue this year.  
Bob Pedigo showed the club a couple of projects he has been working on recently. One 
of the projects of interest was a Wedding Wine Box he was going to present to some 
friends at an upcoming wedding.  
 
No further business. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Warren Schlecht  
Secretary 
 
 

37
th

 Annual 

Red River Valley International 

Wood Arts Festival 

 

The featured carver is Fred and Elaine Stenman.  Their relief carving class will be a basic design 
that includes a building and a fence post.  Students may add details of their liking.  Dick Skauge 
will lead a class in carving a “Mini” Cowboy Bust.  Bob Jones will lead a class in chip carving a 
Christmas Ornament.  Wayne Hankel will teach a beginning youth carving class. 
 
The show and classes are April 19, 20 and 21, 2013 at the Doublewood Inn, Fargo, ND.  It is 
open to the public from 10:00 to 5:00 April 20 and from 10:00 to 4:00 April 21.  For more 
information visit www.rrvwc.org 
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Frank Koch and Doug Emerson visited the home of Norwegians, Jim and Nanc Skaret. 
They have several acanthus style woodcarvings in their home that they have collected 
over the years.  The corner cabinet (fig. 1) was carved by Else Bigton.   The cabinet in 
figure 2 was also carved by Else and rosemaled by someone else.  Nanc has a picture of 
the original cabinet from her ancestral home in Norway. The photo was used by Else to 
build one for the Skarets.   The original cabinet was built in the 1700’s.   The fireplace 
mantel (fig. 3) is about seven feet long and is carved in the traditional acanthus style.  
Else carved the fireplace mantel and a similar styled valance for the dining room 
window.  Phil Odden carved the Kubbestol (fig. 4 & 5).  The large spoon in figure 6 was 
brought from Norway to United States in 1861 and was used by Nanc’s great 
grandfather.  Many Norwegians used wooden utensils daily for dining.  The plate was 
chip carved by Walter Grittner (Minneapolis). 
Phillip Odden and Else Bigton make their living as wood carvers and furniture builders 
in the Norwegian traditions. Else was born and grew up in Norway. Phillip’s paternal 
Grandparents emigrated from Norway to Northwestern Wisconsin. 

 
 
Figure 1. Corner cabinet                                Figure 2.  Cabinet 
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Figure 3. Mantle 
 

            
 
Figure 4.  Kubstol    Figure 5.  Backside of Kubstol 
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Figure 6.  Spoons and plates 
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 The Curling Chip 
    

 February 16, 2013 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

Flickertail Woodcarvers monthly meeting 

Jim Lindseth provided the woodcarving project for the morning 

whittle-in. The project was a carving of 2 Interlocking Hearts. 

President Doug Emerson called the meeting to order at 10 

o’clock. There were 11 members present. 

Secretary Warren Schlecht read the minutes from the January, 

2013 meeting. No additions or corrections were needed. Motion 

to approve the minutes was made. Motion passed 

Treasurer Ron Holtz reported that the checkbook balance at this time is $3, 942. There were a few small 

bills outstanding that will be paid. Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made. Motion passed. 

 President Doug Emerson conducted the election of the officers that were up for election this year. The 

elect ion of officers was conducted by voice vote. It was noted that two absentee ballots were submitted 

for the election. The individuals voted in were as follows: Program Chairman—Frank Koch; Treasurer—

Ron Holtz; Physical Properties Chairman—Troy Frieze. 

Doug reported that the Totem Pole class which is scheduled for April, 26, 27, and 28 still has some 

openings for the class. The class will be taught by George Gulli. The cost of the class is $75/person. If 

interested in the class, contact Doug or Frank Koch.  

Warren Schlecht reported that the treasurer’s books were audited and they were found to be acceptable 

within the scope of the audit. The check book reconciled with the bank statements with all transactions 

within the scope of the actions of the club.  

A newsletter from the Sakakawea woodcarving club in Garrison was circulated for the members to read. 

Ron Holtz presented 2 woodcarving projects that he has completed for the show and tell portion of the 

meeting.  

No further business. Meeting was adjourned. 

Submitted by Secretary Warren Schlecht 
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Club Projects 
For the February 5, 2013 Whittle-In, the project was carving a love spoon, Frank 
Koch (who sneaked off to Florida for couple months) provided the pattern and 
cutouts and Bob Pedigo led the project. Below is the picture and pattern of a 
finished love spoon. Traditionally a man gives a hand carved love spoon to a 
lady to show his interest in her. If the lady accepts the spoon it means that she 
accepts his interest. Different symbols carved on the spoon are used to 
represent a promise. Hearts represent love and affection, two hearts joined 
show that love is returned and that the couple belongs together (two are one). 
The keyhole means she has won his heart and security. The comma (soil sign) 
means I love you and want the union to be sanctified. The spoon itself suggests 
that he will provide and care for her. 
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For the February 16, 2013 meeting, Jim Lindseth provided the project of 
interlocking hearts.  A cutout and two finished examples are shown below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ron Holtz has 
brought couple of 
his recently 
carved figures for 
show and tell.  
One of the 
carvings is of an 
old solder and the 
other was a flat 
plane caving of a 
couple. 
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May 17-18, 2013 (Friday evening, 6-9, Sat. 8:30 -5) 
Trinity Lutheran Church Bellamy Eagle Class 
 
Cost:  $35, includes butternut wood blank 
 
The Bellamy Eagle was created by John Bellamy in the 1800’s as a symbol of American 
patriotism. You may have seen the Bellamy Eagle placed over the entrance door of 
homes.  It is a stylized eagle making it a fun project for carvers of all skill levels.  The 
project has a wing span of about 22 inches  and made from butternut wood.  Most of the 
carving is done with long handled tools with the wings  and head  
secured to a board that is clamped to the table (or the wings and head could be attached to 
a carving vise , the Veritas clamp works great for this project).  If you don’t have long 
handled tools you can borrow the tool kits from the Flickertail club.  If you are not able to 
finish the project by Saturday evening, we can work on it at the first Tuesday of the 
month (Whittle-In meetings). 
 

 
 
John Bellamy’s greatest accomplishment was the carving of the eagle figurehead that 
adorned the bow of the USS Lancaster in 1881-1921.  The Lancaster eagle has a 
wingspan of nineteen feet and weighs over 3200 pounds.  It is almost thirteen feet from 
beak to tail.  John made many small eagles that he gave as gifts, for trade, or for a day’s 
wage of $2.50.  Bellamy developed a distinctive style that was all his own.  His “Bellamy 
Eagle” plaques contained elements that made them identifiable as his work.  The stylized 
simplicity of the design enabled him to complete them very quickly.   
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
This project is supported in part by a grant from the North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding 
from the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Also supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council and Montana Dakota Resources Group. 
 

 

John Haley Bellamy 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

John Haley Bellamy 

 

John Haley Bellamy, circa 1856 

Born April 5, 1836 

Kittery, Maine 

Died April 6, 1914 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

Occupation wood carver 

Known for carving eagles 

John Haley Bellamy (1836 – 1914) was a folk artist of New England, USA, known for his highly 

stylized carved wooden eagles and other decorative items for ships and homes. Bellamy was born in 

Kittery, Maine in 1836, and stayed there for much of his career.[1] Later in his life he lived and worked 

elsewhere in New England. Although carving was his primary means of supporting himself, he never 

considered himself to be an "artist, and he is not known to have signed any of his pieces.[2] His eagles 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eagle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kittery,_Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Haley_Bellamy#cite_note-askart-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Haley_Bellamy#cite_note-AR-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:John_Haley_Bellamy.jpg
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are highly desired in the collectors' market, with some selling in 2007 for over $100,000, and a large 

piece setting an artist-record price of $660,000 at an August 2005 auction.[2] Bellamy died 

in Portsmouth, New Hampshire in 1914.[1] 

 
 
Birth and family 
John Haley Bellamy was born April 5, 1836 in the historic Pepperrell Mansion (originally built in 1683) 

in Kittery, Maine to Charles Gerrish Bellamy and Francis Keen.[3] Francis had originally been married 

to Charles' older brother, John Haley Bellamy, but he died three years after they were married, leaving 

Frances with two young daughters.[4] There was some discrepancy in the marriage date of Charles and 

Francis as family records, smudged and altered, show it as being February 29, 1835, while town 

records mark it as being February 29, 1936, six weeks before John's birth. Besides his two half-sisters 

from his mother's previous marriage, Bellamy had eight other siblings. 

 Career 

In 1857, at the age of 21, Bellamy worked with the well known ship's carver, Laban Beecher in Boston. 

Beecher is the carver responsible for the Andrew Jackson figurehead of USS Constitution that was 

very controversial and ended up being decapitated by vandals. Later in 1857, Bellamy left Beecher's 

shop and enrolled in school, possibly because there was not enough work for him to remain on.[5] 

Not much is known about Bellamy's career after his term at New Hampton Institute until the mid-1860s 

when it was clear that he was carving for money in Boston. In the late 1860s, he entered into a 

partnership with D.A. Titcomb, a patent agent in Boston who managed to help sell and ship a large 

number of Bellamy's carving throughout the country. Between the years of 1867-1871, six styles of 

clock cases were patented by Bellamy. These featured Masonic symbols, Knights of 

Columbus emblems and Grand Army of the Republic insignia.[6] 

In 1872, Bellamy spent a short period as a first class carpenter, which he quickly quit when he realized 

it paid less than carving did. That winter Bellamy set up shop in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and 

began carving again. Many of the carvings he made there were eagles and many have since been 

lost. Bellamy was commissioned in 1880 to build a figurehead for USS Lancaster, which previously 

had not had a figurehead. For this he was paid two dollars and thirty-two cents a day.[7] This piece, 

referred to as the Lancaster Eagle, is the only known surviving figurehead carved by Bellamy and is 

considered to be his masterpiece.[8] It is currently owned by and displayed at The Mariners' 

Museum in Newport News, Virginia.[9] 
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Death 
December 5, 1910, after three years of declining health, John was declared incompetent by his doctor 

and went to live with a cousin in Portsmouth, New Hampshire. After outliving his parents and all of his 

siblings, John died April 6, 1914 of Apoplexy. He was buried with the rest of the family in the First 

Baptist Church Cemetery in Kittery Point, Maine.[10] Following his death, it was published in the 

Portsmouth Herald that "His name and his carvings will probably be known longer to the outside world 

than that of any other native born man from his town."[11] 

 
Technique and the "Bellamy Eagle" 

 

 

Bellamy eagle in the collection at The Mariners' Museum 

Bellamy was known to carve other types of objects, but because he made eagles his specialty and 

they became so highly prized for their quality, his style has become known as the "Bellamy 

Eagle."[12]While every eagle carved by Bellamy was unique, they had certain common characteristics. 

One of these was the beak, which was generally broad and flattened along the top and front with the 

top meeting or hanging over the bottom, giving it the look of a rectangular hook.[13] The eyes were 

another tell-tale sign of an eagle carved by Bellamy as the eye sockets were generally heavily 

incised.[14] A third common characteristic is the deep hollow beneath the wings that gave the eagles 

the illusion of lift and power in association with flight, which is visible in the Lancaster Eagle.[15] 
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 The Curling Chip 
 
    

  

March 16, 2013 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Flickertail Woodcarvers monthly meeting 
Bob Pedigo gave instruction on how to carve the nose 
and mouth on caricatures. He will be conducting a 
class on how to carve eyes and ears in future classes. 
President Doug Emerson called the meeting to order at 
10 o’clock. There were 10 members present. 
Secretary Warren Schlecht read the minutes from the 
February, 2013 meeting. No additions or corrections 
were needed. Motion to approve the minutes was 
made. Motion passed 

Treasurer Ron Holtz reported that the checkbook balance at this time is $3,838. There 
were a few small bills outstanding that will be paid in the near future.  Motion to 
approve the treasurer’s report was made. Motion passed. 
Frank Koch gave a report on the upcoming classes and events. He reported that the 
totem pole class with George Gulli is scheduled for Friday evening, Saturday, and 
Sunday, April 26-28 at Trinity Lutheran Church. Cost of the class will be $75. There 
continues to be some room for more carvers so give Frank a call if interested.  
Frank reported that the Fargo show is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, April 20 and 
21 at the Doublewood Inn.  Several members indicated their intentions to attend the 
show. This is the same weekend of the clubs regular monthly meeting. Several members 
indicated that they will not be attending the show in Fargo but would come to the 
whittle-in and probably work on the carving of faces. Depending upon the attendance at 
the whittle-in, there may be no monthly meeting. 
Ron Torgeson had indicated to Frank that he will not be able to provide the project for 
the May whittle-in so there is a spot for someone to provide the project for that evening 
if they so desire. Contact Frank or Doug Emerson if able to provide the project.  
Frank indicated that he would be willing to conduct a class caving a Bellamy eagle if 
there were enough participants. The carving would be done in Butternut and Frank 
would be providing the wood. It will be carved using large handle tools. Enough interest 
was shown by the club so it was decided to have the class on Friday evening and 
Saturday, May 17 and 18. The cost of the class will be $35. Those wishing to participate 
in the class should contract Frank.  
We are quickly nearing the end of this year’s whittle-in projects and summer will be 
soon upon us. Frank asked that we start thinking about the projects for the whittle-ins 
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next year. Please contact Frank or Doug if interested in providing the project and the 
time slot you would be willing to provide the project. 
Vince Bitz showed his carving of a couple of baby raccoons in the cavity of a tree trunk 
for the show and tell portion of the meeting.   No further business. Meeting was 
adjourned.                                                  Submitted by Secretary Warren Schlecht 
 

 

 
April 20, 2013 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Flickertail Woodcarvers monthly meeting 
President Doug Emerson called the meeting to order at 9 o’clock. There were 8 members 
present. 
Secretary Warren Schlecht read the minutes from the March, 2013 meeting. It was noted 
that Alvin Braunagel will provide the Tuesday whittle-inn project for May that was 
vacated by Ron Torgeson.  No other additions or corrections were needed. Motion to 
approve the minutes was made. Motion passed 
Due to the absence of Treasurer Ron Holtz, there was no treasurer’s report at this time. 
Doug Emerson indicated there was 1 opening for the Totem Pole class that is scheduled 
for Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday, April 26-28. The class is to be taught by 
George Gulli. 
Doug also reported that Del Herbert has agreed to conduct a class in the spring of 2014. 
He is a well known carver of ducks. More information about the class will be coming in 
the future. 
The club has received donations of woodcarving books and tools from the family of Dave 
Kingsbury (deceased) as well as woodcarving books from Sam Lacher. A discussion 
concerning what to do with the books and tools was held. A motion was made by Perry 
Cook and was properly seconded. The motion made was to sell the tools at a silent 
auction during the annual woodcarving show to be held in October, 2013. The motion 
also included the duplicate books that the club library already has in its inventory. Motion 
passed. The donated books are to be indexed and check to see if there are any duplicates 
already in the club library. The club will send thank you cards to Georgia and Richard 
Kingsbury as well as to Sam Lacher for the donations.   
Doug opened the floor for discussion concerning the use of the club’s long handle wood 
carving tools. There is no known written policy concerning the use of the tools outside of 
scheduled classes for the club. After a period of open discussion, it was decided to allow 
more input for other club members before a decision will be made. More discussion will 
be held with a decision to be made at a later date. At this time, an unwritten policy is that 
the long handled tools are not to be checked out and are to be used for classes using long 
handled tools only. 
It was noted that Frank Koch has recently given demonstrations concerning the art of 
woodcarving to students at the University of Mary Religious Art Festival as well as to 
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students at Bismarck High School. He will be conducting a demonstration to students at 
St. Mary’s High School in Bismarck in the near future. 
There were no items for show and tell so the meeting was adjourned. 
Warren Schlecht 
Secretary 
 
 
OUTREACH 
The Flickertail Woodcarvers have been busy with woodcarving outreach. On 
February 28, Doug Emerson taught Bear Cub Scouts their Shaving and Chips 
Achievement that included safety rules, care and use of a pocketknife, a carving, 
and earn their Whittling Chip card. The Scouts had a great time and enjoyed 
carving. 

 
 
On April 5, Frank Koch demonstrated woodcarving to Elementary School 
Classes that were attending the University of Mary Religious Art Show. As the 
day went on, more and more adults that were viewing the show learned of the 
demonstration and started to attend by standing in the back of the room. It’s 
good to see the interest in woodcarving. 
The week of April 8-12, Frank Koch and Doug Emerson taught chip carving to 
the Bismarck High School Art class. Then during the week of May 6-10, Frank 
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will be teaching chip carving to the St. Mary High School Art class without his 
trusted assistant Doug Emerson. 
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Wedding Wine Box Carving, by Bob Pedigo 
 I was asked to build and carve a design on the top of a wine box to be used at an 
upcoming wedding of the daughter of good friends. I had never heard of a wedding wine 
box before, but I was referred to several web sites where some were pictured. Most of 
those I saw on the web sites were nice, but the woods used looked like they were low 
quality. None of the boxes had carvings on them, but instead had laser wood burnings or 
painting of the designs and writings. 
 Also, the inside of the box needed to be partitioned to hold one bottle of wine and 
two other small partitions for mementos of the wedding to be placed. I guess the idea is to 
put the mementos in the box along with a good bottle of wine and at some time later open 
the box, the wine and the mementos to reminisce about your wedding day. Also, the bride 
wished the box to be lined with velvet. 
 I felt confident about building a box and chip carving an appropriate design into 
the cover. However, the felt lining left me a little anxious. Never fear, you can find 
anything you want on the internet. I was able to learn how to line the inside of wooden 
boxes on many sites on the web. I also found all the materials for the lining on various 
sites as well, but they were expensive. As luck would have it, I went to a local fabric 
store and found just enough wine colored velvet to complete the lining. 
 Following are two pictures of the outside and inside of the box. I am looking 
forward to attending the wedding to see what they put inside it. I just hope it's not 
expected that I fill it with one hundred dollar bills also. 
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Editor:  The following note was sent by Frank Koch regarding the TOTEM class conducted by 
George Gulli from Montana, to the carving class participants.  They attended this class on Friday 
and Saturday, April 26 & 27 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck.  Three pictures from Dale 
Hegland follow.   
 
 
Totems:  now that you have spent 3 days on your totem and wondering about color schemes 
and designs, check out George Gulli's website (George Gulli totem carver).  It will be easier to 
recognize the patterns, face and body know that you have worked on the totem.  A couple of the 
totems are very good to use to put the toes on your bear and eagle. 
If your not done by the July whittle in , bring it along and I maybe can be of some help.  I will be 
gone for the June Whittle-In. 
 
Frank 
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 June/July 2013, Newsletter of the Flickertail 

Wood Carvers Association:   

There have been no association meetings; but, 

carvers have been meeting at Shelter #4, Sertoma 

Park.  Individual projects that members have been 

working on are what the carving subjects are.  The 

next carve-in will Tuesday, July 2, 2013.  Bring a 

project you are working on and your sack lunch for 

some summer woodcarving comradery.  

 

It is time for the June/July newsletter and 

information and application for the 44th annual show 

in Bismarck. 

 
But first, this information is from our President, Doug Emerson:  “Again this 
year, we have been asked to participate at the Capital Affair, Aug. 3, 10-6 and Aug 4, 10-4.  Let 
me know by Friday if you are available to participate one or both days.  I need to let them know if 
we will be participating.  If I do not receive enough responses, I will let them know that we will 
not participate this year.” 
 
Doug Emerson 
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Annual Woodcarving Show at Doublewood Inn, Bismarck 
 
The 44th Annual Flickertail Woodcarving show will be held at the Career Academy 
located on the east side of the Bismarck State College Campus.  
The Academy will provide tables and chairs, but NO TABLE COVER.  We will be 
able to set up Friday before 5 pm or Saturday morning starting at 7:30 am.  Please bring 
a drop cloth to help retain the chips, a cloth drop cloth (like a old bed sheet) does a better 
job than a plastic drop cloth.   
 
Class and Registration Fee Refund Policy 
 
The following policy is in effect in the event you have to cancel your class. 

 If you cancel before Sept.1, 2013, you get a full refund of the class fee 
 If you cancel between Sept. 1, 2013, and Sept.15, 2013, you get 50% of the class fee 

refunded. 
 If you cancel after Sept. 15, 2013, there is NO refund. 

 
Ian Norbury - Female Bust Class Information:  Both Norbury Classes are filled. 
First Session,  Oct. 10 -13, at Trinity Lutheran Church Thurs. and Fri., and the Career Academy 
for Sun. & Sat. mornings, 8:30 am   Second Session,  Oct. 14-16,  Mon.-Wed. at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 
 Ian will teach the two woodcarving classes of a two-thirds size female bust.  The first three day 
class will start on Thursday, Oct. 10 (8:30 am), and end on Sunday morning, Oct. 13 (Sat. and 
Sun. class in the morning only). The second three day class will start Monday morning 
(8:30am), Oct. 14.   Cost of the class is $225 (additional $150 after the deposit of $75). The first 
class will meet at the Trinity Lutheran Church basement for Thursday thru Friday with Sat. and 
Sun. portion meeting at the Career Academy. The second class will be at Trinity Lutheran 
church, after the annual show (Mon – Wed). The female bust will require some sanding, so 
please bring your dust collector. 
Recognized as one of world's leading wood sculptors, Ian Norbury is in demand as a teacher 
worldwide. His work is astonishing in its virtuosity of execution, enigmatic mystery and beauty. 
In recent years his innovative use of metals, stones, shells, gems, mixed timbers and inlays of 
colored woods have given his work new direction. Norbury continues to push the boundaries of 
woodcarving, perhaps in directions that will dismay the traditionalists, enrage the politically 
correct and delight his fans. Much of his work is based on European folklore and mythology 
combined with cynical tongue-in-cheek sideswipes at the pomposity of contemporary life 
Ian Norbury is the author of Carving Facial Expressions, Fundamentals of Figure Carving, and 
Techniques of Creative Woodcarving. He has taught sculpture in the United States, England, 
Iceland, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland, and Germany. His sculptures are 
displayed at the White Knight Gallery in Cheltenham, England. His work includes commissions 
for Buckingham Palace and the Tower of London 
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Larry Brewster – Spiral Stylized Christmas Tree Class Information,  
Oct. 13 & 14, 2013  Sat. & Sun. Morning only, 8 – 11:15 am, Career Academy 
Larry Brewster is retired and lives in Hot Springs Village, Arkansas.  He has been 
carving for about 30 years.  He took his first woodcarving class from Frank Koch.  His 
carvings include caricatures, relief, stylized, birds and ducks.  He is a member of the 
Flickertail Woodcarvers. 
The class will be a Spiral Stylized Christmas Tree.  Two different basswood cutouts 
will be available, one 5 inches high and the second  7 inches high.  The class will 
include laying out the pattern on the cutout, carving the tree, and painting.  Paint will be 
furnished.  The cost of the cutouts will be $1 for the 5 inch and $2 for the 7 inch blank. 
Cost of the Sat. and Sun. morning (Oct. 13 & 14) class is $20.   
Students will be responsible for bringing their own carving tools (a knife, V gouge, 
shallow gouge—5 or 7 sweep, a ruler    pencil, and paint brush.   A carving glove is also 
needed                                                                                        ,  
 
 

 
 
 
Non Carving Projects 
 

Saturday & Sunday.  Oct. 12 & 13,   8:00 – 11:20 am 
Easiest Ever Jelly Roll Throw-1600 mile quilt 
Instructors: Bonnie Cook and Karen Pedigo 
                  Note:  non club members may attend this class. 
60 x 76 inch lap quilt made with jelly roll or scrap fabric. 
Grab all your scrap and make strips and in two days you will 
have a quilt top together. Anyone can do it. Very easy and 
stress free. 
 
Supply List: 
 Working sewing machine  
 Power strip or extension cord  
 Light source if need extra lighting 
 Basic sewing supplies 
 Thread to match for strip sewing 
 Jelly roll pack with 40 strips (2 ½ inches wide) or can cut 2 ½  
            Wide strips and the width of fabric 22-24 inches from your own scrap quilt 
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stash. 
      Border fabric to provide a border of 6 ½ inches wide for a finished  

60 inch x 76 inch quilt top. 
 
            Alternative ideas for the pattern:  

 Can make a smaller baby quilt, with fewer strips. 
 Can be made into, table runner or placemat. 
 Can be made bigger, by adding more borders and adding more strips.  
 
If you want to finish the quilt you can also bring backing material, batting and 
binding material and contrasting thread to quilt.  
 
We will have space to allow your machine to sit up all day and allow you to quilt all day 
if you want to. Feel free to bring another project if you want to work on in the afternoon. 
 
No kit fee 
Irons and ironing boards provided. 
Bring Show and Tell on Sunday class to share ideas. 
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From:  
D G-D L EMERSON 
 

  
 

Woodcarvers, 
 
The Flickertail Woodcarvers 44th annual woodcarving show is Oct 12-13.  Get your registration 
in; the show will be here before you know it. Also, Ron Holtz has raffle tickets for you to sell.  Call 
Ron at 250-1096 to arrange to pick some up.  The raffle is the only fund raiser the club has so we 
need to get out there and sell tickets.  We have have great prizes this year.  The prizes seem to 
be getting better each year. 
 
Club President 
Doug Emerson 
 
Flickertail Woodcarvers, 
 
I received an email from Laura Guge.  Bob Guge conducted the carving class at last 
year's Annual Show. They have a blog where they post updates on Bob Guge's 
health.  The site is. Www.thebobgugebenefitfund.com  
 
Doug Emerson 
Pres, Flickertail Woodcarvers 
 
 
Bismarck/Mandan woodcarvers, 
 
We have been asked to demonstrate and display woodcarving again this year at the Corn Fest at 
Buck Stop Junction Sunday August 18.  It runs from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.  We need to setup 
by 10:30. Please respond to Frank or me if you can help or if you can't.  If you can help, let us 
know what time you're available.  We had to cancel the request to demonstrate at Capital Art 
Affair because of lack of volunteers.  These types of activities help promote woodcarving and 
gives us” browny” points in grant writing. 
 
Pres. 
Doug Emerson 
 
D G-D L EMERSON 
 

  
  

Klaes, 
Attached are two announcements of carving classes in the St. Cloud are.  Can you put them in 
the next newsletter? 
Doug 

 

Leah & Chris - Class Flyer 2013.doc 
1883K   View   Download   

 
 

http://www.thebobgugebenefitfund.com/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=gmail&attid=0.1&thid=13fe2c2cb69223ce&mt=application/msword&url=https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui%3D2%26ik%3D94c0421c43%26view%3Datt%26th%3D13fe2c2cb69223ce%26attid%3D0.1%26disp%3Dsafe%26zw&sig=AHIEtbRR67Kd-cWw_r6EuW2aIFZ3924DAw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=94c0421c43&view=att&th=13fe2c2cb69223ce&attid=0.1&disp=safe&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=94c0421c43&view=att&th=13fe2c2cb69223ce&attid=0.1&disp=safe&zw
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Annual Woodcarving Show at Doublewood Inn, Bismarck 
 
The 44th Annual Flickertail Woodcarving show will be held at the Career Academy 
located on the east side of the Bismarck State College Campus.  
The Academy will provide tables and chairs, but NO TABLE COVER.  We will be able 
to set up Friday before 5 pm or Saturday morning starting at 7:30 am.  Please bring a 
drop cloth to help retain the chips, a cloth drop cloth (like a old bed sheet) does a better 
job than a plastic drop cloth.   
 
Class and Registration Fee Refund Policy 
 
The following policy is in effect in the event you have to cancel your class. 

 If you cancel before Sept.1, 2013, you get a full refund of the class fee 
 If you cancel between Sept. 1, 2013, and Sept.15, 2013, you get 50% of the class fee 

refunded. 
 If you cancel after Sept. 15, 2013, there is NO refund. 

 
Ian Norbury - Female Bust Class Information:  Both Norbury Classes are filled. 
First Session,  Oct. 10 -13, at Trinity Lutheran Church Thurs. and Fri., and the Career Academy 
for Sun. & Sat. mornings, 8:30 am   Second Session,  Oct. 14-16,  Mon.-Wed. at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 
 Ian will teach the two woodcarving classes of a two-thirds size female bust.  The first three day 
class will start on Thursday, Oct. 10 (8:30 am), and end on Sunday morning, Oct. 13 (Sat. and 
Sun. class in the morning only). The second three day class will start Monday morning (8:30am), 
Oct. 14.   Cost of the class is $225 (additional $150 after the deposit of $75). The first class will 
meet at the Trinity Lutheran Church basement for Thursday thru Friday with Sat. and Sun. 
portion meeting at the Career Academy. The second class will be at Trinity Lutheran church, 
after the annual show (Mon – Wed). The female bust will require some sanding, so please bring 
your dust collector. 
Recognized as one of world's leading wood sculptors, Ian Norbury is in demand as a teacher 
worldwide. His work is astonishing in its virtuosity of execution, enigmatic mystery and beauty. 
In recent years his innovative use of metals, stones, shells, gems, mixed timbers and inlays of 
colored woods have given his work new direction. Norbury continues to push the boundaries of 
woodcarving, perhaps in directions that will dismay the traditionalists, enrage the politically 
correct and delight his fans. Much of his work is based on European folklore and mythology 
combined with cynical tongue-in-cheek sideswipes at the pomposity of contemporary life 
Ian Norbury is the author of Carving Facial Expressions, Fundamentals of Figure Carving, and 
Techniques of Creative Woodcarving. He has taught sculpture in the United States, England, 
Iceland, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland, and Germany. His sculptures are displayed 
at the White Knight Gallery in Cheltenham, England. His work includes commissions for 
Buckingham Palace and the Tower of London 
 

Larry Brewster – Spiral Stylized Christmas Tree Class Information,  
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Oct. 13 & 14, 2013  Sat. & Sun. Morning only, 8 – 11:15 am, Career Academy 
Larry Brewster is retired and lives in Hot Springs Village, Arkansas.  He has been 
carving for about 30 years.  He took his first woodcarving class from Frank Koch.  His 
carvings include caricatures, relief, stylized, birds and ducks.  He is a member of the 
Flickertail Woodcarvers. 
The class will be a Spiral Stylized Christmas Tree.  Two different basswood cutouts will 
be available, one 5 inches high and the second  7 inches high.  The class will include 
laying out the pattern on the cutout, carving the tree, and painting.  Paint will be 
furnished.  The cost of the cutouts will be $1 for the 5 inch and $2 for the 7 inch blank. 
Cost of the Sat. and Sun. morning (Oct. 13 & 14) class is $20.   
Students will be responsible for bringing their own carving tools (a knife, V gouge, 
shallow gouge—5 or 7 sweep, a ruler    pencil, and paint brush.   A carving glove is also 
needed                                                                                        ,  
 
 

 
 
 
Non Carving Projects 
 

Saturday & Sunday.  Oct. 12 & 13,   8:00 – 11:20 am 
Easiest Ever Jelly Roll Throw-1600 mile quilt 
Instructors: Bonnie Cook and Karen Pedigo 
                  Note:  non club members may attend this class. 
60 x 76 inch lap quilt made with jelly roll or scrap fabric. Grab 
all your scrap and make strips and in two days you will have a 
quilt top together. Anyone can do it. Very easy and stress free. 
 
Supply List: 
 Working sewing machine  
 Power strip or extension cord  
 Light source if need extra lighting 
 Basic sewing supplies 
 Thread to match for strip sewing 
 Jelly roll pack with 40 strips (2 ½ inches wide) or can cut 2 ½  

Wide strips and the width of fabric 22-24 inches from your own scrap quilt 
stash. 
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 The Curling Chip 
 
    

 April 20, 2013 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Flickertail Woodcarvers monthly meeting 
President Doug Emerson called the meeting to order at 9 o'clock. There were 8 members present. 
Secretary Warren Schlecht read the minutes from the March, 2013 meeting. It was noted that Alvin 
Braunagel will provide the Tuesday whittle-inn project for May that was vacated by Ron Torgeson. No 
other additions or corrections were needed. Motion to approve the minutes was made. Motion passed 
Due to the absence of Treasurer Ron Holtz, there was no treasurer's report at this time. 
Doug Emerson indicated there was 1 opening for the Totem Pole class that is scheduled for Friday 
evening, Saturday and Sunday, April 26-28. The class is to be taught by George Gulli. 
Doug also reported that Del Herbert has agreed to conduct a class in the spring of 2014. He is a well 
known carver of ducks. More information about the class will be coming in the future. 
The club has received donations of woodcarving books and tools from the family of Dave Kingsbury 
(deceased) as well as woodcarving books from Sam Lacher. A discussion concerning what to do with the 
books and tools was held. A motion was made by Perry Cook and was properly seconded. The motion 
made was to sell the tools at a silent auction during the annual woodcarving show to be held in October, 
2013. The motion also included the duplicate books that the club library already has in its inventory. 

Motion passed. The donated books are to be indexed and check to see if there are any duplicates 
already in the club library. The club will send thank you cards to Georgia and Richard Kingsbury as well 
as to Sam Lacher for the donations. 
Doug opened the floor for discussion concerning the use of the club's long handle wood carving tools. 
There is no known written policy concerning the use of the tools outside of scheduled classes for the 
club. After a period of open discussion, it was decided to allow more input for other club members 
before a decision will be made. More discussion will be held with a decision to be made at a later date. 
At this time, an unwritten policy is that the long handled tools are not to be checked out and are to be 
used for classes using long handled tools only. 
It was noted that Frank Koch has recently given demonstrations concerning the art of woodcarving to 
students at the University of Mary Religious Art Festival as well as to students at Bismarck High School. 
He will be conducting a demonstration to students at St. Mary's High School in Bismarck in the near 
future. 
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There were no items for show and tell so the meeting was adjourned. 
Warren Schlecht 
Secretary 
 

 
Flickertail Woodcarvers Monthly Meeting – Sept 21, 2013 at Trinity Lutheran Church 
President Doug Emerson called the meeting to order at 10 o’clock.  Approximately 12 members were present.   
Secretary Warren Schlecht’s April minutes were read and approved as presented. 
Treasurer Ron Holtz reviewed the Club’s financial position:  $9,201.54 bank balance, out of this balance we will owe the Annual 
Woodcarving Show’s featured carver, Ian Norbury, $6,000.    Ron also reminded everyone to sell raffle tickets for the Oct 12-13th 
Woodcarving show.  Ticket books were handed out. 
Frank Koch reviewed: 

1) the Annual Woodcarving Show:  couple openings for Larry Brewster’s X-mas tree carving; both Ian Norbury female bust 
classes are full; 9 are signed up for Bonnie Pedigo’s quilting class; butternut and basswood(Joe Jewett) preshow order info is 
requested; Show will be held at the Bismarck Career Academy Oct 12th and 13th  - area is carpeted so floor covering to collect 
chips are needed; Frank has 12 signs that he will pass out for advertising the show;  

2) 2) Del Herbert – Spring event Thurs – Sat – painting a green wing teal duck; may add in antique painting style;  - this class 
prepares the Club for the July – Sept 2014 decoy exhibit at the library 
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3) Chris Hanek(sp?) – 2014 event – caricature carver – his work is displayed on Green Tree cards  
4) Recommended a 2014 library addition – Antique Decoys by Tom Mantus(sp?) – group approved purchase estimated to be 

about $20 

Doug Emerson reviewed the upcoming Applefest  - Sat and Sun – Ron, Al and Jim volunteers; reviewed T-shirt inventory info and 
received group approval to order some XXL short-sleeve and some XXL long-sleeve T-shirts. 
Bob Matzke, Garrison woodcarver:  led today’s carving class – 2-sided ornament – Santa and Turkey; invited members to join their 
next meeting in Garrison on Sept 28th – tool sharpening class and pocket gremlin carving from 10 AM to 4 PM. 
Upcoming Whittle In – Vince Bitz – Oct 1st. 
Notes by Dale Heglund – 10-1-13 
 
 
D G-D L EMERSON 
 

Nov 13 (1 day 
ago) 

 

 
 

 

to 

 
 

Woodcarvers, 
This Saturday, Nov. 16, Deb Emerson will present the program "What no one told me about painting my carvings". 
All material will be supplied - you do not need to bring anything.  See you there 
Doug Emerson 
 
 
Frank Koch 
 

Nov 8 (6 days 
ago) 

 

 
 

 

to me 
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Klaes:  please include the info below in the next newsletter. 
 
Bowls for Homeless Fundraiser 
Below is a picture of wooden bowls carved by Flickertail Woodcarvers that will be given to the North Dakota Homeless Coalition for a fundraising 
event on November 17.  The bowls will be used as silent auction items.  The six bowls were carved (or wood turned) by Al Jardine (2 stained 
bowls), Al Braunagel (Aztec design), Ron Torgeson ( turned bowl), Doug Emerson (carved oval bowl), and Frank Koch (carved butternut leaf 
shape). 
 
Frank Koch 
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Flickertail Christmas Gathering 
The annual Flickertail Christmas gathering will take place on Monday evening, December 9, at the Bismarck Elks Lodge.  Social 
time will begin at 5:30 pm with dinner at 6 pm in the Elks dining room.  To reduce the wait time for our meal the committee has 
suggested that we select from three meal choices and give them the order in advance.  The three meals selected are 6 oz Sirloin at 
$19.50, Pork chop at $18.50, and Grilled chicken at $15.00.  All the prices include the mandatory tax and tip of 25%.  All the meals 
include a baked potato, relishes, garlic toast, and house salad.  Please make your reservations to Frank Koch by Tuesday December 6.  
Remember to indicate your meal choice and remit the proper amount of money.  Make the checks payable to the Flickertail 
Woodcarving Club. 
 

 

 
2013 RAFFLE REPORT 
  
The following is a listing of the 2013 raffle prizes, winners and donors: 
Caricature Carver                    Mary Bollinger, Bismarck                Barry Bell 
Brown Rabbit                           Mary Johnson, Mercer                    Ron Davidson 
Lap quilt                                   Damon Grabow, Bismarck             Bonnie Cook 
Bellamy Eagle                         Linda Ellingson, Bismarck              Frank Koch 
Fish Decoy                               Georgia Jardine, Canada                Jim Lindseth 
Bark Carving                            Geoff Theurer, Carrington               Doug Smith 
Christmas tree man                Larry Erdmann, Moorehead            Larry Brewster 
Chickadee                                Larry Hippen, Mandan                    Bob Matzke 
Wolf bust                                Jen Heglund, Bismarck                    Bob Pedigo 
Caricature rabbit                    Donna Grunett, Hazen                    Perry Cook 
Hobo relief                            Phyllis Dolbinski, Bismarck                Doug Emerson 
Seaman Bust                         Sherry Weisenberger, Grand Forks    Ron Holtz 
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Horse                                    Holden Clarkson, Mandan                 Vince Bitz 
Grape Vine Relief                 Larry Leier, Valley City                      Rick Brereton 
  
I want to thank all of you who donated carvings for the raffle along with helpers who sold tickets. I also want to thank Alvin 
Braunagel, and Donna Grunett for helping me sell tickets at the door and to Mitch (the VOICE) Olson who called the drawing 
winners. We netted some $1300 for our clubs programs for this coming year. 
  
The Silent Auction of items donated by former club members brought in $445. 
 
The following pictures are from our 2013 annual show: (Thanks to Dale Heglund.  He furnished the pictures.) 
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