

















WUUODOCARVYVERS ARE SHARING PEOCOCPLE

BUMBER 33

TVEBTY YEARS AND COUNTING

Vho would have known in 1968 when the idea
far a carving club was concieved and then
brought to fulfillment 1n 1969, that it would
last through it's first five years, and to be
now celebrating it's twentieth anniversary.

The changes have been many. Starting out as a
mutual admiration society and to now, as a
leader 1n training new carvers and in
presenting their Art Work to the general
public to admire,

1f a person uses a average of twenty carvers
instructed each year, we have seen at least
100 people from this area give this Art Form
« try. Many dropped away early when they
discovered that it takes time to complete a
carving . Others, when they found it can
cause a sweat to break out on their brow. A
few found they were all thumbs, bloody ones
at that, and chose to just admire from a
distance. It 1s hoped,all of these people
hold fond memories of the Flickertaill WVood-
Carvers.

The sixteen carvers who are formally known as
Charter Members do have many memories. Of
those.original sixteen, six are still active
in the club, five have died and the rest have
lost ilnterest or have moved away from
Elismarck.

Charter Members

Telle Rudser.... Deceased
Dave Jordan....#® Deerfeild, MN
Art and Hickey Tokach....s# Kandan
Clara Sherman....# Bismarck
Harold Boint.. Bismarck
"Carl Davick... Unknown
Burl Dutt....# Bismarck
Berit Eggers.... Bismarc'.
“uth Hargrave,, Hamilton, nT
<alvin Heaory... 7?Hebraska
Cleo Koch.. Handan
Helen Rickretts.... Deceased
Robert Ritterbush,..,. Deceased
Hartin Schroedle.... Deceased
Orma and Jim Swanick....=® Handan

Zzhctive 1in club
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I recently spent two weeks in Istes Dark,
fiolorado, attending a national ingtitute

on leadenship in aging., One of the first
things I packed was my Warren carving tool .
kit. T also packed my wood burner, a few
pieces of basswood, and an unfinished bear,
Yy plan was to do some carving and textur-
ing during "free time." As in usually true,
Plans generally fall short. The bear uas
only half finished (or, if you prefer, helf
unfinished) and-only one small figure found
its way out of a piece of vood at the end
of the two weeks.

This is not the end of the woodcarving
experience at Wstes Park. One of the
first things T did after hanging up my
clothes was to lock up "woodecarving™ in
the yellow pages. Great Mews! There was
a shop called CRTATIONS IN WOOD. Since
stores arz open in Estes Park on Sunday,
the day T arrived, I walked down town to
visit the shop. It was like being in
familiar surroundings. The shop had a
carving of a sleeping wolf by Desiree
Fajny (for those who took her class it wes
the infinished piece ghe had at Frank's
cabin or one exactly like it), at least
20 carvings by John Burke, numerous carv-
ings by 3tu Martin, miniture animals by
Norman Compton, and many carvings fron
carv ers frequently featured in Chip Chats.
T spent time visiting with Hugh, the shop
owner, about carvers, carving, and tocls.

My trip to - Bstes Park just reinforcés my
belief that woodcarvers are great people,:
woodearving is an enjoyable activity, and
that life is unpredictable. Needless to
say, Wwoodcarving made the two week stay
nuch more memorable and enjoyables

LARRY BREWSTER
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COEFESSIONS
By a new member

Are woodcarvers awesome? You bet they are! I
always admired their shows, always wanted to
try this art form, however, reservations of
one kind or another seemed to hold me back.

Then came this summer of *89. A very dear
friend of mine instructed me to do a small
relief flawer. Was it perfect? NO VAY! Vas it
fun? YES! Could anyone identify it as a
flower? OF COURSE! Did¢ I get hocked on wood?
YOU BET!

¥ood does for me what knitting and
needlepoint must do for others. I enjoy the
feel of wood, and lose my sense of time with
wood. ] see the results of my efforts
immediately and gain inner peace and self-~
satisfaction.

Hany encouraged me to joln the club, assuring
me it wasn't an "*all mens club". I have this
burning desire to grow and learn different
techniques, know the basics and rub elbows
with others who share this same interest and
enthusiasm; yet still I held back.

1 was scared! Scared people would laugh at my
ignorance, scorn my attempts, and treat me
cold and indifferent. After telling myself
these things could only be the worst that

could happen, I walked intoc Sept. saturdays
meeting.
Greeting me were smiling eyes, friendly

handshakes, warm words of welcome. From the
members to the president, the secretary and
back again their sincerity shines through!

¥ood has just entered my life; but already I
notice changes on my outlook. My interests
include relief, intaglio, and small character
carvings. ¥ith those interests in mind, I
find myself looking at paint and stain
without thinking of walls and baseboards. I'm
more observant, I even look at coloring bocks
and story books for ideas. There is no 111'
bundles of joy at my house and yet Band-aids
ksep cropping up on my shopping list! I also
have this craving to buy a Dust-buster.

I hope the established members could
indentify with my confessions and forgive me
for all my reservations., To contemplating new
members 1 say “Take the plunge, you have
everything to gain and nothing to lose!”

Toni Hintz

P.5. Definition of a CRISIS: Any.dull carving
tool.

WEWSLETTER COMMITTEE FORMED

In the last issue of the "Curling Chip®
several errars occured mastly because of the
new tasks taken on by the newslietter
committee In the present and in many of this
years issues you will also note these
mistakes, The committee could blame them on
typo's, printers gremlins, or computer
glitches., Mostly, they were caused by our
unprofessional knowledge about newsletters.
Ye were like everyone else- as long as it got
done - DON'T VORRY - BE HAFPPY -Now that the
editor has moved we're NOT so happy.

¥Ye would like the chance to improve aon this
knowledge and have proposed to the E Board
that they 'hire' us for the first three
issues, If QK, let us continue for the next
three issues until gur carving year ends in
¥ay. Then, 1f they feel we're not doing a
good enough job, 'FIRE' us.

During this year we won't be changing the
format very much and not at all if we don't
get some direction from you, the members, Ve
have some ideas that we will be trying, but
mostly we will be reporting what has /
happened, and what is planned to happen. Ou.
regular columns will be from the president,

"~ the secretaries regular and E Board meeting

notes. Periodic reports from the treasurer
and membership chairman. Our program, past
present, and future will be reported as often
as we can, so that those of you who tend to
forget as you age, will have reminders of
your clubs activities. You will not have the
excuse of not knowing to fall back upean.

We hope to adhbere to this schedule for this

year.

Newsletter DEADLINE Mailing Date:
Aug 15 Aug 30

Oct 1 Oct 15

Hov 185 Nov 30

Jan 1 Jan 15

Feb 15 Feb 28

Apr 1 Apr 15

REMEMBER, we need your input and your help.
If you have any news, suggestions or what
ever contact our managing editor Cleo Koch
at 663-5058. If you are not handy at writir-,
get us the information, I can type it fror
longhand 1f I can read it.

Art Tokach









WOODCARVERS
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1989 SHOW REPQRT

B9 show will be remembered not only as
h but also our VERY BEST SHOW. The

1
20%]
¥ of the carvings shown were FIRST
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Yo awards were given,it would have been
toodifficult of 2 task for the judge to
choose the best in any category.

The committes feels that we have originated a
good formula for a carvers convention and
show, having a learning portion in the slow
mOrning hours with highly qualifie
insStructors, and a public show of our years
work in the afternoon. Holding it in a
popular place, at a convenient time and ray
for the rent by teking our meals there. But,

the local participation was not what we had

hored to sea,

ns for ths 1960 show have alreazdy started.
ther another show such as we had this year
1 come about is doubtful at this time.
lest of a11 the Radisson Inn is fully booked
during 19 second the rent would rise next
year, which would mean at least a $20 fee per
table plus meals, and third, the local
participation was low and we are baffled by
this. Even the club memhers viewlng the shaw
was low, which spells DISﬂPDINTMENT. Tha
public who veiwed the show were delighted in
what they came to sea.

I—' (D l‘lJ

There will be a show, have no doubt about
that. There will be changes. Location??
Time?? Cast?? Agenda?? Sales??

Ve definitely need your help and ideas for an
»ven better show in 1990,

014 procrasiinztors mever die they just keep putiing it off,

SHARITING

Dave Jordan,
Frez, Larry
plague 25 rs
auring his §
Chip" znd of
whils z locz
Ramembar, im ordar o have car ving friends -

you nust be & carving friend

¥otes from your EDITOR

¥ith the centennial behind us and the Christ-
mas seascen fast approaching, it's time to
think of Christmas things. I want to wish you
all, on behalf of the staff, a Joyous and
Happy Christmas and s Prospsrous New Year!
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Thank You Joe and Bernie for the dried
flowers used in the show table center-

piece

Any one with a question please feel frse {c
ask any of the staff for help.

GLEC KOCH
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RLFFLE WIKNERS

People just love to take a chance
love to ses ther take that chanc
raifle. So we love all the people
that chance

4 total of 1700 tickets were prin
distubution to local club member
025 tickets were sold., After exp
5600, a total of &B205 was placed
treasury for extira show expenses
shows and workshops., Tha seller
was able to recoup 50c per ticke
hi w fee. Beveral carvers
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Thanks to 211 the members fcor the
s2lliing the tickets and a special

the carvers who donatad their works that
thiz raffle a special eveni. Thare werg
carved items donated by club members.

Danar Larving inn

Jo2 Relsanauer Hepon Van §
Vincant Bitz Fezr larg

Bob Lzurence Bark Carving Rari

Cles Kach Fizh Sus

Mickey Tokach Bark Cayving ok

Art Tokach Chip Carved Fizte Gavi

Frank Koch Fishzrman Hookad Al R

Johy Opp Buffals Bob

Larry Brewsisr Blus Bird Joan
Evahson Ezrvings & Fin Larry }nuascn
Jack Klien Print &,

John Burke Bark Larving Becky Kooh
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1k about a winter carving re
. +87 but no dates could bhe res
convenient for a majority of the interesis
club participants., The same dilemma develo
in 1968 and 1989. But now under new camp
owners and more lenient rules we have
reserved the weekend from Friday, Feb. Z2nd
until Sunday, Feb., 4th at the Camp of ths
Cross near Pick City for a winter carving
retreat.
iz hoped by the planning committee o
break up the winter with this ovting, an
agsprin for your cabin fever 1f you wish,

¢t

Ve want to invite you to join the rest of the
ted abt1v1tle5. Thers will not be any

agenda or classes but there will be

az well, Non-carving spouse
are alsoc welcomed. This will be an

Bring your own sleepiag gear, Ttowels and

let articles, and your furn seguinmeni, just
12 case, Food will be preparea by their
personnel and will bagin with a evening meal
at about 5:30pm Friday, and the last meal

=h

te is reserved if a stornm

te da
ion is pecessary.
n today to Frank Kock

0
arvers and spouses will
be accepted.
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Yag Frank, I wani Lo coss io the retrezt
Sut myfour name/s down on your list,
Enclosed is a check for S______

1
ADDRESS ___ — -

FHONE . in case of storm
C057: %48 0D par persan roon and hoard

Deadline Jan, 20, 1930
Bl g g g BB By NN B U Ry b U kg
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ins after Jan 15
585 has finished. has t

s8' procedure. In the pa a local
knowledgeable carver was wi to share his
carving know how with a small group of fellow
carvers and he 'Hit' upon a popular subject,
it was organized and conducted for thoss who
were interested, The rest of the carvers
‘¥issed' by not caring to do that type of
carving,This could change if all of the
'missed' carvers would let the club officers
know of their desires and class ideas.
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has access to the Craft Room on Wed.
from Ypm to 10pm and on Saturday

irom %am ic 12 noon. Other times can
through the Farks and Reg o
takes the desire to shars with

instructor.
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i st of carvers who have
the past by conducting a carving
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Vince Bitz—-Animsl

Larry Brewster—-Vater Fowl

Frank Koch--Folk Figures

Mickey Tokach--Heads and Bark carving
Art Tokach--Relief Carving

Cut of Town Carvers

Duane Poelke—-Chip Carving
Cindy Roth--Birds

21l Schiwal--Ducks, feathering, texturing

FALL WOODCARVING CLASS

Beginning woodcarving classes started
Nov. 18. The class consists of eleven
eager carvers including Ron Torgeson,
Toni Hintz,Lorraine Smith,Bernadine
Martin,Wadye Kudrna,Charles McLaughlin,
Allen Wolfe,Henry Solberg,bon Peterson,
James Berger, and Jerry Tjaden. The
six week class includes projects such
as a penquin,moccasin,duck bowl,shore
bird,ornament and hillbilly,






